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Statistics

64.6 thousand km2
96% is land
4% is inland waters

Area of Latvia
Agriculture, hunting, forestry and 
fisheries represent approximately
• 4,3% of the Latvian economy/GDP
• 16% of trade
• 7% of employment (~66.3 thousand 

people)

• 75.8 thousand agricultural holdings
• Average agricultural area per holding 

increased from 19.6 ha in 2010 to 26.0 

ha in 2019

• 1959.4 thousand ha total utilised
agricultural area 

Numbers

Regional AKIS Stakeholders workshop Northern Europe
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Other lands
Land under the roads
Land under buildings and yards
Land of water bodies
Swamps
Shrubs
Forests
Agricultural land



Main AKIS actors Public sector

The Ministry of Agriculture of

the Republic of Latvia

 Paying agency

 Controlling Agencies

 Education and research organizations

 Public shareholder in capital organizations

The Ministry of Education and Science

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional Development

Municipalities

ALTUM



Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre

• Latvian Rural Network Support Unit
• EIP Support Unit
• Latvian Fisheries Network Support Unit 

• Advice
• Vocational training of the farmers, forest 

owners and other entrepreneurs

Freelance advisors 

Integrated growing school (LTD)

Sellers (input market) 

Processors

Private innovators 

Freelance advisors 

Main AKIS actors Advisory organizations

• 26 regional offices
• 9 forest advisory offices
• Central office
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In Latvia, farmers are represented by a wide range of non-

governmental organizations. The largest of these are:

 Farmers Parliament

 Latvian Agricultural Organization Cooperation Council

 Young Farmers club

 Latvian Organic Agriculture association

 Latvian Farmers association

 Farmers association

 Association of Statutory companies

 Latvian Agricultural Cooperatives association

Advisory Council of Non-Governmental 
Organizations of Farmers

Sectoral farmer based NGO’s

Cooperatives 50 cooperatives

Main AKIS actors Farmer organizations



Main AKIS actors Research and Education

Latvian University of Life Sciences and Technology (LLU)

The Research Institute of Water and Land Management
The Research Institute of Agricultural Machinery
The Research Institute of Biotechnology and Veterinary Medicine "Sigra"
The Research Institute of Agriculture

Forest Research Station
Institute of Agricultural Resources and Economics
Institute of Horticulture
Latvian Plant Protection Research Centre

10 vocational scools

62 research institutions registered in Latvia, 22 of them are 
public research institutions funded by the government

Registered Research 

institutes, not directly 

funded by State:

Baltic Studies Centre (BSC) is a

private non-profit research

organisation in the field of social

sciences

Latvian Academy of Agricultural

and Forestry Sciences
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• Ministry of Agriculture
• Ministry of Science 

and Education
• Ministry of Economy

Ministry of Welfare Ministry of 
Agriculture

Ministry of Science 
and Education

Regional AKIS Stakeholders workshop Northern Europe

Policy programs and coordination structures supporting the AKIS

Innovation 
system

Employement
system

Agricultural 
education

All other 
education



Advisory topics provided Freelancer
Advisory 

organizations
Org with advisory 

component
Crop production x x x x x x

Farm machinery x x x

Vegetables x x x

Fruits and vines x x

Herbs x

Aboriculture x

Forest protection/Conservation x

Livestock production x x x

Timber and wood markets x

Fisheries/Aquaculture x

Insects/Apiculture x x

OTHER

Business planning x x

Environmental solutions x x

Food production and processing x

Cash flow management, financing x x

Advisory topics provided



25.03.2022

Most demanded Cross-cutting 
advisory topics Freelancer

Advisory 
org

Org with advisory 
component

Entrepreneurship and farm 
management

x x x x x x

Production technologies x x x x

Accounting/Bookkeeping x x

Use of digital equipment and decision 
support systems

x x

Tax and legal advice x x

Marketing and logistics x

Rural development support and 
diversification (farm/forest)

x x x

Support with grant application and 
compliance with regulation and 
standards

x x x x

Agri-environmental stewardship 
measures and nature conservation

x x x

Most demanded Cross-cutting advisory topics



Frequency of client groups by advisory organization type

25.03.2022
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Agricultural advisors/consultants

Producer groups

Farmers with large commercial farms (>100ha)

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)

Farmers with small/medium-scaled farms;

Farm workers

Farmers with semi-subsistence farms

Young farmers

Part-time forest owners/managers

Part-time farmers

Women farmers

New entrants

Freelancer (2) Advisory org (2) Org with advisory component (4)



Education level of advisors and freelancers

0

27

84

157

64

0 50 100 150 200

Vocational school/Practice-
oriented technical training…

Bachelor degree (3-4years)

Master degree

Engineer degree (5 years)

PhD degree

total count of all advisors represented

in the survey is 337



Advisory activities by advisory organization type
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Creating awareness and facilitate exchange of…

Consultancy and backstopping

Networking/Facilitation/Brokerage

Training and capacity building

Providing support for the design and enforcement of…

Enhancing access to resources (inputs, financing)

Freelancer (2) Advisory org (2) Org with advisory component (4)



Further development since report

• Ministry of Agriculture has set Latvian AKIS mission and vision

• LRATC as AKIS contact point in Latvia

• LRATC working on AKIS contact point functions, tasks, participation and activities

• Conference of AKIS actors, discussions and working groups on the theme

• United Nations Food Systems summit 2021

• Participation ir Horizon 2020 “Modern AKIS”



Individual country reports available on 
i2connect webpage!

Thank you!

https://i2connect-h2020.eu/resources/akis-country-reports/

